
In his new work, Joyful Noise: A Guide to Music in the Church for Pastors
and Musicians, William S. Smith seeks to lead these two professionals to
think through the role, the blessings, and the prerequisites of music in wor-
ship and beyond worship and to consider how they, working as partners in
a shared ministry, can maximize the musical experience of the congregation
they serve. The dialogue resulting from pastor and musician working their
way together through the book can position them to begin a new chapter in
the musical life of the congregation.
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“At last, a sensible, exciting, helpful treatment of the subject of the roles of musicians and pastors in the worship life of every church. Every
possible subject is well covered with pastoral sensitivity, and with comprehensive bibliographical lists. This is a book which every church
should buy for its pastor and musician. Enthusiastically recommended!”

Austin C. Lovelace, DSM, AAGO

Fellow and Past President of The Hymn Society

“Joyful Noise presents a wealth of knowledge and establishes welcome ground for dialogue between two disciplines that are often in com-
petition—if not at war with each other—in ministry in the local church. As a pastor with degrees in theology and music, I found myself

nodding affirmations as I read, whispering quiet ‘Amens,’ and thinking of all the ministry colleagues, be they musicians or pastors, I will
encourage to read this book.” 

Rev. Donald D. Lincoln 

Senior Pastor, Westminster Presbyterian Church, West Chester, Pennsylvania

WILLIAM S. SMITH was a Fulbright scholar at the Free University of Amsterdam, where he earned his doctorate in theology. His 
dissertation is titled Musical Aspects of the New Testament. Smith engaged in theological education in Brazil for twelve years, and served
Presbyterian pastorates in Louisiana and Tennessee. Since 1984, he has been active in The Hymn Society in the United States and Canada,
and has contributed several articles to that society’s journal, The Hymn. Smith is the compiler of  Hymnsearch: Indexes for The Presbyterian
Hymnal (1995). He currently serves as chaplain to a local chapter of the American Guild of Organists. He and his wife, a church organist,
reside in Jackson, Mississippi.
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$4.05 shipping & handling). For each additional book to the same address, send only the price of the book: $13.95..

“Like its title, this book contains delightful surprises. It also offers sober truth
about church music. Read it!”

Donald P. Hustad

Senior Professor of Church Music and Worship, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary


